DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

to long above all things to have  him  safe home
again."

Then back she went to Darmstadt, serving with her

nurses in the hospitals and meeting trains full of

wounded soldiers at the station.   Before she left she

had been nursing a young man who was desperately

ill.   She returned to find he was recovering well and

the doctors said that she had saved his life :  seldom

had she felt so pleased.  In the town there were many

widows and mothers who had lost perhaps an only

son.   She went to see them all, for sympathy was the

only medicine for such grief.  Christmas came round :

Louis was  at  Orleans  and  she  decked  a  minute

Christmas tree for him and his staff, and sent him a

pair of stockings she had knitted.  She distributed her

own little gifts at the hospitals and the Queen had

sent her two bed-capes which gave great pride to their

wearers.   She had two wounded officers in her house

now, which was a great expense, and this continual

assistance to soldiers' widows and to the mothers of

infants, whose fathers, like Louis, had never seen the

new baby, brought her near the end of her slender

resources.   But   Louis   had   passed   through   these

months of war unhurt and the children were well and

growing fast, and when he came home the joy would

be almost too great.   How she longed for rest and

quiet:  perhaps  they might be allowed to come to

Balmoral with their children in the autumn, for after

so long an absence Louis would not like leaving them

again so   soon.  Any odd   corners   would  do  for

them.

Paris capitulated, and the trains were no longer
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